
Dear friends,

It’s been a productive and exciting time at the Foundation 
as we prepare for the 13th Nelson Mandela Annual Lecture, 
which takes place at the University of Johannesburg’s 
Soweto Campus on 3 October 2015.

We’re pleased to have French Economist, Professor 
Thomas Piketty, as this year’s speaker. Piketty is an 
important and influential thinker on issues of poverty and 
inequality and what needs to be done to address these.

The Foundation, with the Board of Trustees, recently 
identified inequality and poverty as critical social issues 
affecting South Africa today.

The opening chapter of Piketty’s seminal book, Capital in the 
Twenty-First Century, looks at South Africa’s own Marikana 
tragedy, and the question of what share of industry output 

Message from
the Chief Executive

of the  Nelson M andel a  F oundation

should go to wages, and what share to profit. The wage 
dispute and resulting violence during that tragedy speak to 
the dangers caused by such high levels of inequality.

Piketty will participate in dialogues with the academic 
community, youth, business, government and the labour 
sector prior to addressing the Nelson Mandela Annual 
Lecture.

We look forward to engaging with Piketty as he shares his 
views on a critically important issue.

We invite you to fill out the public participation form here 
and submit your application should you wish to attend the 
lecture.

Warm regards,
Sello Hatang 

How do we address 
inequality? Thomas 
Piketty to deliver 2015 
Annual Lecture
The Nelson Mandela Foundation is pleased to announce that 
French economist Thomas Piketty will deliver the 13th Nelson 
Mandela Annual Lecture on 3 October 2015.

Thomas Piketty, Professor of Economics at the Paris School of 
Economics, is the author of numerous scholarly works published 
in journals such as the Quarterly Journal of Economics, the 
Journal of Political Economy, the American Economic Review 
and the Review of Economic Studies. He is also the author of a 
dozen books.

But it is his seminal book, Capital in the Twenty-First Century, 
translated from French into English last year, that has marked 
him as one of the most important and influential thinkers of our 
time. Piketty, through the painstaking collection and analysis of 
tax and other data, tracks back income and wealth over the last 
century in Britain and the United States and over a longer period 
in France, where tax records have existed for longer.

He shows that income inequality rose until the great depression 
in 1929 before falling sharply for the next fifteen years and then 
stabilising from the end of the second world war through to the 

mid-1970s. After this, however, inequality has risen sharply 
hitting 1929 levels again by 2008.

Piketty has also made the key distinction between wealth and 
income to argue that concentrations of wealth, particularly since 
the end of the Depression in the 1930s, have concentrated 
wealth increasingly in the hands of the top one percent 
worldwide.

His central thesis is that when the rate of return to capital 
outstrips the rate of growth, inequality tends to rise. This has 
been the case in the United States where wealth has become 
even more concentrated than in the “old world” of Europe. In 
2010, one percent of Americans owned about one third of all the 
wealth in the country; in Europe about one quarter own the same 
proportion.

Click here for the full story.
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As we all know, one of Nelson Mandela’s most repeated 
quotes is: “Education is the most powerful weapon which 
you can use to change the world.” This talks to my personal 
philosophy, as I believe that education is a personal right 
of every person in our country, and that it will contribute to 
building an empowered nation, leading to economic success 
and positive social change.

Click here to read more.

Long Walk to Freedom 
container library 
launched at Thebe 
Public School
Children from the Thebe Public School waited in anticipation 
for the arrival of guests and dignitaries for the opening of 
their new Long Walk to Freedom Mandela International Day 
container library.

The Mamafubedu township was abuzz and school elders, 
African National Congress representatives, authorities 
from the school and Soul Buddies representatives were 
entertained by the school’s choir and drum majorette squad.

The library installation was part of the Old Mutual Joberg2c 
mountain bike race organisers’ initiative to give back to the 
community. This is the eighth library delivered in partnership 
with the race organisers and Mandela Bangle’s independent 
sponsors.

Click here for the full story.

Mandela’s legal advisor, 
Bob Hepple dies after 
short illness
On behalf of our Chairman, Trustees and staff we send our 
deepest condolences to the family, friends and comrades 
of Sir Bob Hepple QC who died on Friday 21 August after a 
short illness.

‘A major contribution 
to the history of South 
Africa’
Michael Dingake’s book launched at NMF

A cadre of struggle comrades braved a cold Johannesburg 
evening to celebrate the launch of Michael Dingake’s latest 
book, One Man’s Journey from Robben Island to Freedom: 
Better to Die on One’s Feet at the Nelson Mandela 
Foundation.

In his welcome address, Nelson Mandela Foundation Chief 
Executive Sello Hatang said, “We are celebrating a legacy 
that reminds us of the mantra that our common human 
struggles defy our birthplaces and boundaries of birth, 
because as long as there are people who are suffering, you 
can never claim that you are free yourself.

“Although born in Botswana, Dingake identified with the 
struggle of the people of South Africa, whether they be black 
or white, whether they were born in Botswana or not, is a 
lesson that we can continue to learn from.”

Click here for the full story.

My Trek4Mandela 
experience - Maya Makanjee
Never in my wildest dreams did I imagine that I would have 
the privilege of climbing Mount Kilimanjaro – and that it be 
for such a worthy cause, too. As a woman leader, I was 
instantly drawn to the cause, as it supports the dignity of 
young girls as they strive to gain an education, something 
that is very close to my heart.

I find it truly sad and totally unacceptable that many young 
South African girls miss about 50 days of school each year 
because of their menstrual cycle. Not only is their future at 
stake, but also their dignity and self-respect. So taking part 
in the Trek4Mandela initiative, especially as a trustee of the 
Nelson Mandela Foundation, didn’t need a second thought.
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Hepple served as Nelson Mandela’s legal advisor through 
his 1962 trial for leaving the country without a passport and 
inciting a strike. While Mandela conducted his own defence 
he asked Hepple to provide legal support after Joe Slovo 
was forbidden from attending the case in Pretoria.

The case became known as the ‘Black man in a white man’s 
court’ trial after Mandela’s first speech from the dock in 
which he applied for the Magistrates’ recusal on the grounds 
that he felt he would not receive a fair trial.

Click here for the full story.

Third annual Kaya FM 
67KM Relay encouraged 
runners to live Madiba’s 
legacy 
The third Kaya FM relay took place on Sunday, 6 September 
2015. 

With the full support and endorsement of the Nelson 
Mandela Foundation, the continued theme for the relay hung 
on Madiba’s words; ‘It’s in your hands now’. This theme 
speaks to the need for all South Africans to contribute to a 
better country, to be the custodians of integrity and volunteer 
whenever possible to help those around them, through their 
commitment to 67 minutes to every year on Mandela Day 
and beyond.

“We know the participants of the relay are the beacons of 
light in their environments, upholding the principles that Tata 
Nelson Mandela gave us to take forward,” said Sello Hatang, 
Chief Executive of the Nelson Mandela Foundation. 

“The relay had moved from July to September to 
reinforce the idea the everyday is a Mandela Day. This 
helps us to make a truly sustainable impact to our 
society,” he said. Hatang added that by hosting the event 
during Heritage month, South Africans should embrace 
the concept of committing to helping others as part of the 
heritage that Mandela left us. This is what we pass on to 
generations to come.

Click here for more information.

Mandela Marathon 
runner embodies the spirit 
of Madiba
The spirit of Madiba was honoured in true style when at the 
end of the 2015 Mandela Day Marathon last month, runner 
Akash Singh gave a her medal to a fellow runner.

When Singh came across a battling Mark Savides during the 
race, she took on an encouraging role and stayed by his side 
until the finish line. During this time she learned that he had 
two young sons who would no doubt fight over who got his 
medal. At the finish line she handed her medal to Savides 
before disappearing into the crowd.

This year’s men’s title was won by South African 
Mphathiseni Manqele, while Sele Abere Alebachew of 
Ethiopia took the women’s title.

Support the legacy
Help us keep the legacy alive

Make an online donation

www.nelsonmandela.org
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LIVING LEGACY

http://nelsonmandelafoundation.createsend1.com/t/y-l-dyljjtt-l-u/
http://nelsonmandelafoundation.createsend1.com/t/y-l-dyljjtt-l-o/
https://www.nelsonmandela.org/donate
https://www.nelsonmandela.org/donate

