
Dear friends,

It has been a reflective time for the staff of the Nelson 
Mandela Foundation over the past month. A decade-long 
dream of taking the Foundation’s staff to Cape Town and 
Robben Island was finally realised. We were guided through 
the island by Ahmed Kathrada, a former longstanding board 
member, struggle veteran, Rivonia trialist and one of our 
founder’s closest advisors and friends. My time with “Mr K”, 
as he is affectionately known, was not limited to the trip.

A week before I had the pleasure of spending time with 
him and two of the other surviving Rivonia trialists, Dennis 
Goldberg and Andrew Mlangeni, during the handover of the 
Rivonia Trial recordings by the French National Audiovisual 
Institute to the Department of Arts and Culture.

The time spent with these veterans and at a place of 
memory, such as Robben Island, allowed me to reflect on 
both collective and individual memory. The Nelson Mandela 
Foundation is a memory institution and part of what we do 
is to try to collect, archive and curate our past. Places of 
memory and the institutions that protect it are vital to our 
collective wisdom and protection of these spaces is integral.

For many of our staff members, it was their first trip to 
Robben Island and I was able to witness the power that 
these places of memory hold. Too often we are caught in the 
temporal and fail to understand the history that both binds 
and builds us. During the trip we went to Drakenstein Prison 
to the house in which Madiba spent the last few months of 
his imprisonment. Looking at the table at which Madiba and 
his comrades sat, we were able to imagine the painstaking 
time and thought that went into imagining and building a free 
South Africa.

Much of the thought behind the Constitution took place at 
that table. But the table did not exist in isolation. It was built 
on the dialogue, reading, learning and understanding that 
took place at hundreds of other tables before its time. One 
is reminded of the work of stalwarts such as Oliver Tambo, 
who developed the founding principles of our Constitution. It 
is our Constitution.

Our Constitution, either seen as our saving grace or a cause 
of continual harm was not only written during CODESA, 
but over decades. While we often refer to the Constitution 
as a living document, we should also remember that it is a 
historical document that embodies the ideals of generations 
before us.

In my time spent with our elders, I saw the collective wisdom 
they still have and their commitment to seeing us through 
until they take their last breath. And as they age and retire, 
we need to make sure that we protect their legacies and 
what they fought for. We often forget the moral fortitude that 
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our struggle heroes had as they battled against an unjust 
system. We owe it to them to protect their memories, not 
only through the archive and memory institutions but in our 
daily lives. We also need to seek their counsel while we still 
can.

Furthermore, our memory work must not become selective 
and focused only on a few. Madiba himself, always tried 
to move away from being seen as a saint and a saviour 
of the country. The struggle was fought on multiple fronts 
in multiple countries. One of our fierce protectors was 
American Ambassador Andrew Young whom we paid tribute 
to at a recent event in collaboration with the US Embassy.

As South Africans, we should never forget the power of 
international solidarity and the role that people like Young 
played in achieving freedom. We should honour those like 
Young, by working on what he holds dearly – ideals such 
as anti-racism, broad-based development and economic 
progress benefitting greater society and not individual 
enrichment. He was at pains to explain how he got offers 
which would have benefitted him, which he rejected in order 
to help build his city, Atlanta, when he was mayor. These are 
examples we should try to follow – of friends who believe 
that we can succeed.

As South Africans we have a responsibility not only to future 
generations, but also to the memories of those before 
us. We need to honour their contributions both in terms 
of historical remembrance but also in our work and the 
protection of their ideals. The protection of our Constitution, 
the protection of a free and just society, the protection and 
upliftment of the most vulnerable in our society, and the 
protection of a society united in diversity.

As Madiba once said, “If freedom was the crown which the 
fighters of liberation sought to place on the head of mother 
Africa, let the upliftment, the happiness, prosperity and 
comfort of her children be the jewel of the crown.”

I would like to thank our donors who make it possible for us 
to continue to do the work we do. I would also like to thank 
Tokyo Sexwale, SA Airlink and the Robben Island Museum 
for making the trip possible. To Mr K, we can never thank 
you enough. Finally, let me thank our colleagues at the 
Mandela Rhodes Foundation, Parliament and Drakenstein 
Prison for hosting us and making the trip a memorable one.

Sello Hatang 

https://www.facebook.com/NelsonMandelaCentreOfMemory
https://www.facebook.com/NelsonMandelaCentreOfMemory
https://twitter.com/NelsonMandela
https://plus.google.com/+NelsonMandelaCentreofMemory/posts
https://www.youtube.com/user/CentreofMemory
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nelson_mandela_centreofmemory/


American anti-apartheid 
champion visits the 
Nelson Mandela 
Foundation

The Nelson Mandela Foundation recently hosted a tribute 
for American activist, ambassador and politician Andrew J 
Young, an event that highlighted the support of the American 
public and the deep sense of kinship they felt for South 
Africans in their fight against apartheid.

The event – attended by Mayor of Atlanta Kasim Reed; 
Minister in the Presidency Jeff Radebe; CEO of the Nelson 
Mandela Foundation Sello Hatang; former President of 
South Africa Kgalema Motlanthe; ANC Treasurer General 
and former KwaZulu-Natal Premier Dr Zweli Mkhize; Minister 
of Science and Technology Naledi Pandor; Advocate George 
Bizos; as well as numerous South African government 
officials, business leaders and activists – took place during 
Young’s “South Africa Heritage Tour”.

Radebe praised Young’s work in fighting global injustice, 
saying: “As human beings, we are less appreciative of the 
giants that walk among us and choose to appreciate them 
when they have been called to eternal rest. I am honoured 
today to pay tribute to an icon in his own right, a colossus 
and a legend who has inspired the global struggle for justice. 
Wherever [Andrew Young] goes, he brings hope and raises 
the spirit of no surrender against injustice.”

Click here for the full story. 
 
 

My Constitution 
exhibition: giving a voice 
to young South Africans 

 
“How do the Constitution and Bill of Rights impact your life?”

This was the question posed to almost 100 young South 
Africans by the Nelson Mandela Foundation. Their answers 
led to an exhibition titled My Constitution, which was 
launched at the Foundation in Houghton, Johannesburg, on 
Thursday 17 March 2016.

At the launch, Nelson Mandela Foundation Chief Executive 
Sello Hatang said that 20 years after its adoption, he’s still 
amazed at what a remarkable document the Constitution 
is, and about the vision and foresight that the authors had 
regarding the kind of society they wanted to build. He added, 
however, “The one question that bothers all of us, that 
should bother all of us, is ... are we still on course?”

He said some of the young participants posed some critical 
questions and quoted Balungile Radebe: “We are the born-
frees. Are we free from HIV? Are we free from ridiculous 
fees? Are we free from oppression? Are we free from 
poverty? No.”

According to Hatang, the exhibition gives a voice to young 
South Africans and “forces us to listen to their experiences 
over the past 20 years of how the Constitution has worked 
for them but, more importantly, where the Constitution has 
failed our people”. 

Click here to read the full story. 
 

Nelson Mandela 
Foundation recognises 
donors who help ‘keep 
the lights on’ 

Keeping the lights on at the Nelson Mandela Foundation is 
a challenge faced by all NGOs working in South Africa in an 
economy that is stubbornly slow to grow. 

It’s a tough funding environment for the Foundation and 
appropriate that current donors are acknowledged and 
thanked for their contributions.

Sello Hatang, CEO of the Nelson Mandela Foundation and 
Tokyo Sexwale, chairperson of the resource mobilisation 
committee of the Board, hosted donors at the Foundation – 
many of whom have supported the Foundation since 1999 
– to thank them for their contributions.

Hatang also acknowledged the smaller donors and thanked 
a teacher who donated R100 every month from her salary to 
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Anti-Racism Week: Sello 
Hatang speaks at SAHRC’s 
20th anniversary 
conference

Nelson Mandela Foundation CEO Sello Hatang facilitated 
and spoke at the South African Human Rights Commission’s 
20 year anniversary conference on racism.

The two-day conference, held on 15 March 2016, aimed to 
provide a multi-speaker platform to critically evaluate the 
gains made and challenges faced by the commission over 
the last 20 years, reflecting on its role in promoting respect 
and the protection of human rights.

“Over the past few years the Nelson Mandela Foundation 
has engaged with people from all walks of life. We have 
spoken to the young and those who are old. Of different 
races and many languages. The born frees and the struggle 
stalwarts. We have spoken to multi-millionaires and those 
who live without water in their homes. We have spoken to 
everyone, from Zulu businessmen to Afrikaner domaniees. It 
is the nature of our work.”

Click here to read Hatang’s full speech.  
 

Foundation offers 
condolences on the 
passing of Mlamli 
Clarence Makwetu 
It is with deep sadness that we learn of the death of 
Mlamli Clarence Makwetu and offer condolences from 
the Chairman, Trustees and staff of the Nelson Mandela 
Foundation.

The former President of the Pan Africanist Congress, who 
died at the age of 88 on Friday 1 April, was held alongside 
Nelson Mandela in the B Section of Robben Island.

Although they were from rival political parties, Makwetu 
and Mandela lived side by side for seven years on Robben 
Island. They got along well in prison and outside.

Click here for the full story.

contribute to the work of the Foundation. “These are people” 
he says, who “see the vision” and identify the need for 
local sacrifice to support the “long journey ahead” that the 
Foundation has undertaken. Hatang related the story of a 
young black child who asked her granddad when she would 
become white. These are the kinds of narratives that the 
Foundation wants to challenge and respond to.

Sexwale appealed to donors to show local support for 
the Foundation’s work to turn the “most emblematic of 
statesmen’s” legacy into reality. He also acknowledged 
people who donated their time and made the commitment to 
support Mandela Day by giving a bit of themselves. These 
are supporters who don’t have deep pockets and expect no 
recognition.

Click here for the full story and list of donors. 

The Constitution, 
prejudice and unfair 
discrimination – racism: 
to criminalise or not to 
criminalise?

Following the recent incendiary and racist comments made 
by the now infamous Penny Sparrow, economist Chris Hart 
and Gauteng government employee Velaphi Khumalo, the 
question of whether or not racism should be criminalised has 
become a pertinent topic amongst civil society. 

In response, the Wits School of Governance in collaboration 
with the Wits School of Law, the Ahmed Kathrada 
Foundation, the Nelson Mandela Foundation, the Oliver 
& Adelaide Tambo Foundation and the Delegation of the 
European Union to South Africa presented Dialogue 4 in the 
Development & Rights Series. 

The seminar tackled issues such as defining racism and 
the constitutional boundaries of the right to freedom of 
expression, and the regulation of hate speech. This video 
is a selection of major themes and highlights from the 
dialogue, aimed at giving readers a taste of perspectives 
and concerns from both the panellists and the audience.

Click here to watch a summary of the dialogue. 
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FOUNDATION MOURNS THE PASSING OF STRUGGLE 
VETERAN SHIRISH NANABHAI
“On behalf of our Chairman, Board and Staff we offer our deepest condolences to the family, comrades and friends of Shirish 
Nanabhai,” said Sello Hatang, CEO of the Nelson Mandela Foundation.

He joined Umkhonto weSizwe in 1962 and just five months later was arrested for sabotage. He was sentenced to ten years in 
prison and spent most of his imprisonment on Robben Island. He was released from prison in 1973 and placed under house 
arrest until 1978.

The passing of Nanabhai comes within months of the death of his comrades Reggie Vandeyar and Indres Naidoo with whom he 
was arrested and jailed. Their passing and that of former Pan Africanist Congress President Mlamli Clarence Makwetu represent 
the loss of a treasured generation of leaders.

Click here for the full story. 

Quotes app is inspiration 
in the palm of your hand

The Nelson Mandela Foundation has developed and 
launched the authorised Nelson Mandela Quotations app to 
bring Madiba’s words to the palm of your hand.
 
The app is available in two formats: a free, lite version and a 
paid-for premium version. The lite version sends you a daily 
quote from the world’s most inspirational moral leader.
 
The premium version grants subscribers access to a 
database of thousands of Mandela quotes – ranging from 
the value of children and importance of education through 
to reflections on forgiveness to condemnations of injustice 
and discrimination – in addition to getting the quote of the 
day. It also allows you to search for a quotation to suite 
any occasion. The premium version costs $4.99 (R69.62 at 
current exchange rate).
 
Both versions are available on the Android and IOS 
platforms:

Click here for IOS Lite
Click here for IOS Full 

Click here for Android Lite
Click here for Android Full

SMS Madiba to 42607 to donate R30 towards the 
work carried out by the Nelson Mandela Foundation.

*Terms and conditions apply

HELP US KEEP MADIBA’S
LEGACY ALIVE

Make an online donation
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